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Mrs Toner joined St. Columba’s in 1991. After 25 years of sterling service we 
are saying goodbye. We would like to thank Mrs Toner for all her tremendous 
work in our school and for the community of Straw. She worked as Acting 
Principal, Vice-Principal but most of all as a kind, thoughtful, and highly 
dedicated teacher to so many of our children in Straw.  
We hope to continue the great work that Mrs Toner developed through World 
Around Us, Science, ICT. Liturgical Events, Community Events, Eco Schools and 
much, much more.  
We wish her health and happiness in her retirement.  
 Mrs Toner’s retirement Mass is in our school Wed 22nd March @ 7.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the Mass and tea afterwards.  
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Congratulations to all the pupils that made their Confirmation at St. Columba’s Church on 
Sunday 12th March 2017.  
 
Many thanks to all who helped support the children in their preparation for this very 
significant part of their faith journey.  
 
A massive thank you to the following people; Monsignor Dolan for the beautiful service, Mr 
Brunton for the excellent work that he has done to prepare the pupils, Fr Madden for his 
work in leading the rehearsals and for organising a wonderful Confirmation retreat, Fr 
Downey our Chaplain for all his guidance and support for our school, the parents of our P7 
children for their support; Teresa our sacristan for all her hard work and support; the 
wonderful St. Columba’s Parish Choir led by Bridget Manning;  Kathleen Trolan, Amanda 
Donnelly and Sean Scullion  for their work in liaison with our psalm singers Nuala and 
Natalie.  
  

                      Personal Targets  
Pupils are all encouraged to take responsibility and become motivated 
in improving themselves and their outcomes. In St. Columba’s pupils 
set personal targets. Perhaps you could find time to discuss with your 
child what area of learning they are focusing on for improvement. You 
may be able to put in place strategies and support to help them 
achieve their goals.  
 

Irish Classes 
P7 are really enjoying their Irish Classes. All pupils are looking 
forward to taking part in an Irish Quiz with the other Ballinascreen 
schools at the GAA Club on Monday 27th March. We would like to 
thank Conor Murray for organising and delivering this brilliant 
programme. 

MAST Multi Agency Support Team for Schools recently completed a speech 
programme in our school call The Vocabulary Wheel. Our Classroom 
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Assistants observed this four week programme and picked up some very useful 
ideas. They will be continuing this great work in our school. Many thanks to Leanne 
and her team from MAST for this wonderful work.  
 
 
 
Staff recently attended training in supporting pupils with 
ADHD. This was hosted by Garvagh PS and run by The 
Phoenix Group. Staff reported that this training was really 
excellent and highly valuable. The Phoneix Group who did 
invaluable work for pupils with ADHD have unfortunately 
lost their funding and are no longer in existence. We would 
like to thank them for all they have done to date and hope 
that funding is re-established soon.  
 

 
We had a very successful Catholic Schools Week. There was an opening Mass led by 
Bishop Donal McKeown in St. Eugene’s Cathedral that was attended by Mrs Sheila 
Reid, Mrs Geraldine McCullagh, Antain Donnelly, Nuala Diamond and Tiernan 
McErlean. We then had Grandparents day to pray for and celebrate our wonderful 
Grandparents and to thank them for all the wonderful kindness, support, values that 
they pass on and for their love. This event was so well supported and we were 
packed to the rafters. Thanks to Mrs Donnelly for all her hard work in preparing the 
choir. We hope that it was an enjoyable day for all. Huge gratitude goes to Mrs 
Anne-Marie Conway who prepared all the food in the school kitchen and her 
beautiful apple tarts went down a treat.  
  
Watch out for our Global Schools work in our school newsletter.  Mrs Lockhart’s P6 
have organised ‘Fair Trade’ Week in school and are raising awareness on World 
Water Day today! We also had a superb talk by Trocaire’s Roisin O’Hara.  
 
 

CREDIT UNION CHAMPS!! 
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Massive congratulations and ‘Hats Off’ to our quiz team winners. We are very 
impressed with your wonderful general knowledge. Quiz Team; Liam Murray, Daire 
Connolly, Feargal Logan, and James Heron.  
This is a lovely community event for all schools. Many thanks to 
Ballinascreen Credit Union for organising this and for all who helped on 
the night.  
Remember that the Credit Union runs a savers scheme and call to 
school on a weekly basis. If you would like your children to save join up at the Credit 
Union and send their book and savings to school each week. It couldn’t be easier!  
 

 

First Confession 
 
Primary Four made their First Confession. The pupils were such 
a credit to their parents and their teachers for their reverence. 
They worked really hard in preparation for this sacrament. 
Thanks to Mrs McElhatton for all her hard work in preparing the 
pupils and to Fr Downey for the beautiful service.  
 

The Primary Four Class of 2017 who made their First Confession 
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Our Student Council is going from strength 
to strength and making some very important 
decisions. Recently the Student Council 
decided what Trocaire gifts to buy. They 

spent over £600 on gifts for those less well off than us. You 
will get a full breakdown of these gifts soon. Pupils also got 
to pick AR prizes for our ‘Points mean Prizes’ trade in 
cabinet and they chose playground games and materials.  
The student Council also lobbied to get rid of the pond area 
in the playground otherwise known as ‘The Grand Canyon’ as 
no animal life can survive in it. We listened to what they said 
and built a new sensory garden complete with a new pond. At 
the moment it is teaming with tadpoles so that has been a great move. We are now in 
the process of raising funds for the removal of the old pond and to tar this area. 
We raised £1052 at our St. Patrick’s Day School Disco so that’s a great start. 
Thanks to all who supported this event. Thanks to Mrs Bradley our PDMU Co-
ordinator who also leads our Student Council.  
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HAPPY TADPOLES 
 

Mrs McAlister and P2 saved some tadpoles that had been abandoned on the grass. 
They have a nice new home in the pond with all the other tadpoles. We hope they are 

very happy there.  
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
 
School and learning is a right for all children. In many countries in the world education is a 
privilege not a right. Show that you appreciate education by sending your child to school every 
day.  If your child is off school for any reason a note must be sent to school with a written 
explanation given. Thank you for your co-operation with this matter.  
 

 
Labels 

Please make sure that all items of clothing and uniforms have your child’s name clearly marked on 
them. This helps greatly to reduce mixing up property and enables us to return items to their 
owners when they have been lost.  
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                ECO SCHOOLS    

P7 BIRD FEEDERS  
 
We are carrying on the great work that was true to Mrs Toner’s heart which is looking after our 
environment. Primary Seven made bird boxes to help the birds through the cold and bitter winter 

weather.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eco Council have been preparing the raising beds for our vegetable planting and Primary 1 
took their teddies to see the action.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                  St. Columba’s Primary School   March 2017 

We care, we share, we learn together.   8 

 
Daffodil days 
Stage 1 
Mr Brunton and his team decided to set about 
improving the exterior drive into the school in 
their quest for a tidy and attractive village. The 
quickly realised that the ‘road frontage’ needed 
soil if their plans for bulb planting were to go 
ahead.  
One phone call to McKaigue's builders was all 
that was needed. A few buckets of soil from 
their Rannakeeran site solved that problem. The 
pupils are very grateful for this help.  
 

 
Stage 2 
The pupils then put their muscle power into 
action and spread the soil between the St. 
Columba’s Church and the Bridge.  
 
Stage 3  
Pupils from St. Columba’s Straw and Gaelscoil 
na Speríní got to work with the planting and had 
a great day getting to know each other.  

 
 
Stage 4 
 
The bulbs are arriving and the soil needs more 
help so we have spread compost right along the 
front. All we need now is some sun!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks Miss Kennedy   
(Principal)  


