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great year! 
Thank you to all who helped make this a wonderful year. Our 
Board of Governors, PTA, staff, pupils and their families.  

NORTHERN IRELAND ENTHUSE  

SCHOOL OF THE YEAR for TEACHING 
STEM 

What is STEM? Stem stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths  

St Columba’s PS staff pinpointed the teaching of STEM as an area 
for development on our school development plan. This is linked 
closely to our work in World Around Us (where we teach 
elements of geography, history and science). Our teachers 
accessed wonderful Enthuse training and then applied this 
throughout their curriculum. Over the past two years the impact on 
our children has been wonderful and their enthusiasm for STEM is 
a delight to see. This is so important in a world where many future 
jobs are likely be in this field. Our teachers were recognized by 
Enthuse and the Education Authority for their outstanding delivery 
of STEM.  

 

We share, We 
care, We learn 
together.  

St. Columba’s News  
Dream, Believe, Strive, Achieve!!  
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GLOBAL LEARNING SCHOOL  

We have been accredited as a Level 2 Global Learning School 
which is the highest level achievable. We were one of 8 schools in 
Ireland shortlisted for the Oscar Romero Award, which was held 
in Maynooth, for our work in helping children gain an insight into 
injustice and the plight of refugees.  

AMBASSADOR ECO-SCHOOLS AWARD  

Our work for the ECO-Schools programme has been deemed so 
impressive that we have been awarded Ambassador School status. 
This is a great reflection of the wonderful work being done 
throughout the school. Many thanks to our Eco-Schools 
Coordinator, Mr. Brunton was also individually recognized for his 
work at the ‘Live Here Love Here ‘awards ceremony.  This 
fabulous work with ‘Blooming Ballinascreen’ (where all five 
schools in the parish have got together to form ‘Screen Eco-
Schools)’ also won the top award on the night!!’ 

CPD Transition Project  

We have been working closely on the CPD transition project with 
St Colm’s High School, to which many of our pupils transfer for 
second level education. The excellent work between the literacy 
coordinators Mrs. Watterson and Mrs. Donnelly and between the 
two schools has been highly praised by Mrs. Eileen Rowntree who 
leads this programme. The work ensures that there is no overlap 
between P7 and first year and that the teachers share ideas and 
good practice. It also ensures that pupil transition to their next 
school is as smooth and as easy as possible for the children 
involved. Mrs. Rowntree described the situation here in 
Ballinascreen as ‘utopia.’ As a result, Mrs. Donnelly has been 
asked to write a case study for ‘The Bridge’ magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER TIPS  

Reading  

Reading is very important and a great way to spend many 
enjoyable hours. Draperstown Library has a wide variety of AR 
books on offer. Workspace have kindly bought each school their 
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very own iPad for use in the library which means that your child 
can take AR quizzes and build up their points over the summer. 
Please remember to make use of this wonderful service.  

 

Mental Maths games  

Remember to have maths fun over the summer. Playing number 
games with your child can be great fun and gives them a 
wonderful foundation for maths. Try recalling the number stories 
(all the facts that make up a number e.g. 3+3=6, 1+5=6 et) and for 
the P4-P7 pupils don’t forget the tables. Have fun measuring, 
weighing or spotting shapes in the environment.  

 

Internet Safety 

As your child has more time off over the summer it is crucial that 
you monitor and limit screen time. It is also highly important that 
parental controls are set on all electronic devices that are available 
to your children. There is easy access to lots of content on the 
internet that is both dangerous and unsuitable for children. For 
more advice, go to www.childnet.com 

 

Get Outdoors 

Get outside as much as possible. There are lots of beautiful walks 
in our area. Take advantage of this area of outstanding natural 
beauty e.g. Lough Fea, Derrynoid Wood Trail, Moydamlaght 
Forest - Eagles Rock Trail, Davagh and Sleibh Gallion.  

 

Camps and Clubs  

There are many camps and clubs on this summer. They are a 
wonderful service and a great way to help your children stay fit, 
healthy and happy over the summer.  First Day Back to School for 
the 2018/19 Academic Year will be Friday 31st August 2018. Have 
a wonderful summer from all at Team Straw!! 


