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Sustrans!! 
We are working collaboratively 

with the charity Sustrans who aim 
to increase the amount of active 
and sustainable travel to school.   

P6 pupils brought their bicycles 
in for a full MOT by Sustran’s 

officer Ronan McLaughlin.  

 

The pupils also completed 
cycling proficiency and had lots 

of fun in doing so.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Council  
 

Our pupil voice is very important to us and 
we listen closely to the views of the 
children. We also take action e.g by 

moving the pond and creating another 
playground!!  Like in previous years, all 
pupils presented their speeches to their 

peers informing them of their good ideas 
and how they would make a difference to 

the life of the school. Then the ballots 
were cast and the election results were 

announced.  
We wish all those who were elected great 

success with their post.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Remember our policies and other 
information can be accessed on the school 
website www.stcolumbasstraw.com 

You may also want to follow us on twitter  

@ Straw PS or on the School PTA 
facebook page Straw Pta  

Detailed information can be gained from 
our school prospectus which can also be 
downloaded from our website. Copies for 
new pupils may also be collected at the 
school office.  

 NEWSLETTER   
NEWSLETTER 
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Shared Education 

Shared Education aims to improve both educational and reconciliation outcomes. 
Our school has an excellent partnership with Tobermore PS that commenced in 

September 2017. 

Through Shared Education we aim to empower young people to develop their 
potential.  We hope this helps them to make informed and responsible choices and 
decisions throughout their lives. We also hope this helps them develop as 
individuals; as contributors to society; and as contributors to the economy and 
environment. 

Last year our P6 pupils worked with the P5-P7 group from Tobermore on STEM. 
This was an extremely successful project and the celebration event was a huge 
success.  
 
This year our project has extended. Our P2 pupils are working with P1 & P2 from 
Tobermore on Outdoor and play-based learning and P3 are working with P3 & P4 
pupils from Tobermore on outdoor and activity-based learning.  
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Cross-Country 
Our teams ran so well. They had great fun and a super sense of achievement. Well done to 
Michael Higgins who finished as 3rd boy overall.  
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Wind Farm Visit – Crockandun 
P7 studied renewable energy as part of their STEM project so it was 
great that they were able to see the ‘real deal’. Thanks to Brookfield 

Renewables for organizing this great trip! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brookfields also kindly donated 
£5000 towards the cost of our 
new playground as part of their 
community funding stream. We 
are very grateful for their 
generous support.  
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 Roots of Empathy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Roots of Empathy is an 
international, evidence-based 
classroom program that has 
shown significant effect in 
raising social/emotional 
competence and increasing 
empathy among school 
children. 
 
Mrs. Kelly is now a fully 
trained instructor and is doing 
this programme with our P7 
pupils.  
 
Baby Freya is our wonderful 
teacher!  

“Education is 
the most 
effective 
peace-building 
institution in 
the land. Our 
schools serve 
as our Ministry 
of Peace.”  –  
 
Mary Gordon, 
Founder/Presid
ent, Roots of 
Empathy 
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After-School 
      Clubs  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning lots 
of new skills!  
 
Water-Colour 
Painting Club 

& 
Film-Making 

Club with 
Glasgowbury 

Our Opening Mass 
 

We had a wonderful 
Opening Mass celebrated by 
Fr. Madden.  
 
Mrs. Donnelly, Sean 
Scullion, the choir and our 
instrumentalists provided us 
with beautiful music.  
 
Thanks to all who attended 
and joined with us to pray 
for a peaceful, happy and 
successful school year.  
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Storytelling with Mrs. Devlin 

 
 
 
 

P3 and P4 Visit Carrickfergus Castle  
 
P3 and P4 studied the topic of Castles in ‘World 
Around Us’ in Term 1. They had a wide variety of 
connected learning opportunities e.g. they made 
clay castles in art, constructed castle empires, took 
part in role-plays as knights, queens and kings and 
made working drawbridges … 
It was a wonderful opportunity therefore to visit a 
real castle to bring all this learning to life.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

P1 were clearly enthralled with the 
amazing stories told by Mrs. Devlin.  
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Building Work  
The building work in our school has been progressing well and we are really looking forward to 
the finished product. We would like to thank all parents and families for their co-operation during 
this time and also McCusker Contracts in helping us to ensure that school life continues to run as 
smoothly as possible.  
 

 

 
 
 

Storage 
In order to get this building work done 
we had to sacrifice our storage. This 
meant we had to make alternative 
arrangements for our indoor and outdoor 
play materials which are so important in 
the life of our school. We therefore 
moved our raised beds to the sensory 
garden, gravelled the area and purchased 
a container now known as ‘The Cabin’. 
This has resolved half of the storage 
issues. Outdoor play materials are 
currently stored off site. We hope to get a shed for these materials soon!! Thanks 
to you and the PTA for the financial support to help make these things happen.  

Our ‘machinery mad’ boys watch 
with great excitement as the 
diggers move in.  

The whole school watched in 
amazement as the piling took 
place!!  

It has been like having a building 
documentary every day!  
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A New Playground!!   
 
In the last number of years our school population has grown and the area for play became very 
tight. The Student Council and pupils noticed this and lobbied to increase the play area. This was 
initially done by getting rid of the old pond area and moving it to the sensory garden. Then an area 
at the back of the school that was very wet and inaccessible to the pupils for most of the year 
became a priority.  
 
We also had calculated that the building work would mean that we were temporarily losing most 
of our playground area and something needed to be done … and quickly!! We got numerous 
quotes and made a plan to make a new court area at the back. This was a huge project as the area 
needed drainage and considerable levelling work undertaken. In fact, there were 33 tonnes of 
materials brought in so that this area was made level. Then the surface was tarred with porous 
‘tennis court’ tar.  FP McCann did this wonderful work and we are very grateful for the amazing 
job. This work was paid through a Brookfields community grant donation, O’Kane’s Chemist 
donation and PTA funds. We are so grateful for this new and essential playground area!  
 

 
In order to make this a proper court it also needed to be fenced and catch nets installed. RC 
Engineering proved to be the most competitive company and worked in tandem with FP McCann 
to ensure posts were concreted and secured during their works schedule. More recently our fence 
and catch nets have been installed. Our final bit of the jigsaw will be the goalposts.  
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P3 Kindness Assembly  
 
Mrs. Bradley’s P3 class invited 
their parents and the rest of the 
school to see their wonderful 
assembly based around 
kindness. They asked, 
  
‘Can you fill your bucket will      
good deeds?’  

 
 
 
STEM  - Science Teacher of the Year Finals  
 
We have continued to promote Science in our school since our award as STEM School of the year 
in Northern Ireland. For his innovation and determination in the promotion of the subject, Mr. 
Brunton has been shortlisted for Science teacher of the year. He has made it to the final seven in 
the UK. He was visited by members of the PSTT (Primary Science Teaching Trust) who will be 
making their final decision soon. Regardless of the decision we are very proud of him already!!  
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An bhfuil Gaelige agat? 
P6 and P7 have had a ball learning Irish! 

 

 
 
 
Thanks to Mid-Ulster Council for sponsoring this excellent programme.   
Go raibh mile maith agaibh!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huge thanks to Susanna McKenna who 
provided the fun, active and stimulating 
Irish Lessons.  Go raibh mile maith 
agat!!  
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P1 have settled in so well and have great fun at 
school!  
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Outdoor Learning  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

P1 love exploring our sensory garden! 

P7 loved blackberry picking and enjoyed 
exploring Seamus Heaney’s poem of his 
experiences ‘Blackberry Picking’!  

P7 had great fun harvesting the 
vegetables from the raised beds.  
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[p3  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

P3 loved using the key and diagrams 
to identify the mini-beasts. 

P3 searched for mini-beasts before 
the cold weather arrived.  

P7 made soup using 
their harvested 
vegetables as 
ingredients. They 
shared it with everyone 
in the school. It was 
organic and very tasty!  
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Screen Eco Schools  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

P1 and P6 Art Display in Draperstown Library.  

Mid-Ulster District Council have again supplied bulbs for the Screen Eco Schools 
Project. Our P7 pupils loved doing their bit! Look out for all the daffodils in spring!  

P6 had an insightful workshop on 
Stormont and the functions of MLA’s 
as part of Shared Education!  
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We hope that you enjoy reading and 
seeing all the wonderful things that we 
have been doing in Term 1. 
Many thanks Mrs. Kennedy Burns  

 Every year we 
celebrate Maths 
Week Ireland! We 
do lots of fun 
activities in and 
outside the 
classroom that help 
pupils understand 
the relevance of 
maths and also that 
it can be great fun!!  


